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LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES, EDUCATION, AGRI-
CULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-

MENT, ENERGY AND WATER DE-
VELOPMENT, FINANCIAL SERV-
ICES AND GENERAL GOVERN-
MENT, INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT,
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, TRANSPOR-
TATION, AND HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2022

SPEECH OF

HON. GREG STANTON

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 2021

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, | want to
commend Chair DELAURO and Chair PINGREE
for their work on this bill and the significant
progress it makes in addressing so many
issues that have impacted tribes across the
nation, including Arizona.

This is by far the most funding provided to
tribal nations in the history of our country, and
| appreciate your commitment to consulting
with tribal governments as this bill was drafted

The bill before us includes funding for staff-
ing newly opened health facilities. Very near
my district, the River People’s Health Center,
located on the Salt River Pima Maricopa In-
dian Community Reservation, is one of these
new facilities.

| am grateful it would fully fund the Indian
Health Service’s (IHS) request for staff at the
River People Health Center, and that lan-
guage is included to ensure the facility will re-
ceive staffing funding should the opening date
come earlier than IHS currently projects.

However, | also understand that the Com-
munity has raised concerns with the IHS that
the funding request does not include 11 posi-
tions that are in the original authorized staffing
plan for the Health Center.

Unfortunately, while the Community sent a
letter more than two months ago requesting
clarification and justification for this discrep-
ancy, they have yet to receive a response.

While this issue is being worked out be-
tween the Community and IHS, | would ask
that the Committee continue to work with me
to ensure the final bill will fully fund the author-
ized staffing levels and 638 contracts for the
newly-opened facilities, as agreed to in the
final contract between the tribe and the federal
government.

Chairwoman Chellie Pingree:

I want to thank the gentleman from Ari-
zona for raising this concern and for his con-
sistent support for strong funding for Tribal
Nations. I am proud to say that our sub-
committee has strongly supported Tribal pri-
orities and programs, because we know that
these accounts are still far underfunded and
oversubscribed.

I also want to thank him for his support of
the Indian Health Services’ River People’s
Health Center on the Salt River Reservation.
I am very pleased that this bill provides the

funding necessary to open this new facility
and others across the nation. With the pan-
demic still raging in many parts of the Coun-
try, it is essential that we get these facilities
up and running as soon as possible.

Staffing for new facilities is an issue we
closely monitor. We look forward to updates
on negotiations between the Salt River Pima
Maricopa Indian Community and IHS and
will work with our colleagues in the Senate
as the situation evolves.

| thank Madam Chair for her support. | look
forward to working with her and supporting the
wellbeing of our Tribal communities.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ASHLEE
WARD ON HER INDUCTION INTO
THE LUZERNE COUNTY SPORTS
HALL OF FAME

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2021

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor former athlete, coach, and
Northeastern Pennsylvania native Ashlee
Ward. Ashlee will be inducted into the Luzerne
County Sports Hall of Fame in 2021 for her
distinct athletic achievements in the sport of
track and field. She and her fellow inductees
will be honored at a reception on August 8,
2021.

Each year, the Luzerne County Sports Hall
of Fame honors those who have brought fame
and recognition to the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania through their  outstanding
achievements and contributions in athletic en-
deavors.

At Meyers High School, Ashlee was a star
member of the track and field team. She held
the records in high jump and discus. At the
PIAA District 2 Championship in 2007, she
was the high jump champion and placed
fourth in discus. She went on to take eighth
place in high jump at the PIAA State Cham-
pionship. The following year, Ashlee again
came out on top to take first place in high
jump at the District 2 Championship, as well
as second place in discus. She was sixth in
the state for the high jump. In 2009, she
placed second in high jump and third in discus
at the District Championships and ninth in the
state for high jump. Her senior year, she was
crowned the District 2 Champion in both dis-
cus and high jump, and she was second in the
state for high jump and fourth in discus.

While at Misericordia University, she held
the school records in high jump and discus as
well as the Middle Atlantic Conference indoor
and outdoor high jump records. Her freshman
year, at the MAC Indoor Championships, she
was runner-up in high jump, and at the MAC
Qutdoor Championship, she was named Field
Athlete of the Year and Champion in high
jump and discus. At the NCAA Outdoor quali-
fier, she was 12th in high jump; at the Eastern
College Athletic Conference Indoor Champion-
ship, she placed sixth in the high jump; and at

the Outdoor Championship, she earned All-
ECAC outdoor honors after placing fifth in the
high jump, as well as 11th in discus.

Her sophomore year, she was named the
MAC Outdoor Champion in high jump and dis-
cus as well as the MAC Indoor Runner Up in
high jump. She also participated in the Indoor
and Outdoor ECAC Championships and the
NCAA District Ill Outdoor Championships. As
a junior, she continued to dominate the MAC
as the Indoor Champion in high jump and the
Outdoor Champion in high jump and discus.
She also placed in the top five at both the in-
door and outdoor ECAC Championships in
high jump.

Ashlee had an incredibly successful senior
season. She was the MAC Indoor High Jump
Champion as well as the MAC Outdoor High
Jump Champion and runner up in discus. She
went on to compete at the ECAC Outdoor
Championships, winning the gold in high jump
and placing seventh in discus. She triumphed
at the NCAA Division Il Indoor and Outdoor
Championships, placing first in high jump at
both contests. For her efforts, she was named
the NCAA Division Il Outdoor Track and Field
Women’s Athlete of the Year for the Mideast
Region.

It is an honor to recognize Ashlee on her in-
duction into the Luzerne County Sports Hall of
Fame. May her story and athletic career serve
as an inspiration to the next generation of
Pennsylvania athletes striving for excellence.

IN HONOR OF GARY’S BAR-B-CUE

HON. TED BUDD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2021

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the time-tested excellence of Gary’s
Bar-B-Cue, a local favorite and culinary staple
of the town of China Grove.

The North Carolina barbecue place, owned
and operated by Gary Ritchie, celebrated 50
years of business on April 21, 2021. The res-
taurant’s popularity and longevity can largely
be attributed to Gary’s principled commitment
to “Good food, good service, and a clean res-
taurant,” Gary’'s Bar-B-Cue epitomizes the
core American values of hard work, deter-
mination, and generosity that fuel small busi-
ness success and turn paying customers into
lifelong friends.

Like many business owners, Gary Ritchie’s
start in the barbecue business began before
he opened his own shop. After six years of
working in curb service at Johnson’s Bar-
becue, Gary converted a former Gulf Oil serv-
ice station into his own restaurant, eventually
expanding the venue’s capacity three times.
Gary’s Bar-B-Cue now accommodates up to
216 diners. The building’s seating expansion
testifies not only to business success, but to
Gary’s aim to make everyone feel at home in
his restaurant.

Gary’s is a family business—but not just be-
cause Gary and Sylvia Ritchie married the

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-10-20T22:44:55-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




